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4-H CAMP TEEN COUNSELORS NEEDED FOR 2024 
THUMB AREA 4-H CAMP

Patricia Errer

4-H Program Coordinator

Kari VerEllen

4-H Administrative Assistant

MSU Extension-Huron County

1142 S. Van Dyke

Bad Axe, MI  48413

(989)269-9949

errerpat@msu.edu or 
verelle7@msu.edu

https://www.canr.msu.edu/Huron/

Huron County

MARCH 2024

The next Huron County    

4-H Council Meeting is 

scheduled for Tuesday, 

March 12, at 5:15 p.m.

with the location TBD.

➢ Kristie Dorsch

➢ Jeff Gillig, President

➢ Kelly Hunsanger, Vice-President

➢ Erica Karg, Secretary

➢ Cynthia Puvalowski, Treasurer

➢ Lindsey Learman

➢ Amanda Murray

➢ Sandi Smith

➢ Vivian Thuemmel

➢ Rebecca Zurek

➢ Kelsey Badger, Teen Representative

➢ Ava Morell, Senior 4-H Ambassador

➢ Ellexia Puvalowski, Senior 4-H Ambassador

➢ Allysen Smith, Teen Representative

➢ Rhiannon Varin, Senior 4-H Ambassador

4-H COUNCIL MEMBERS

The 2024 Thumb Area 4-H Camp is scheduled for June 25-27, 2024,

at Camp Stapleton in Lexington, and teen counselors are still

NEEDED. Interested teens MUST be aged 15 to 19 years prior to 4-H

Camp on June 24, 2024; and MUST complete the teen counselor

application found in this newsletter and return to the MSU

Extension Office by Thursday, March 28, 2024.

The next 4-H Camp Counselor Training is scheduled for Saturday

and Sunday, April 20 & 21, 2024,tentatively to be held at Camp

Stapleton in Lexington. 4-H Camp Counselor Trainings are

required and must be attended to become a teen camp counselor.

If you cannot attend a training, it is your responsibility to let a 4-H

staff person know prior to the training. Please contact the MSU

Extension Office at 989-269-9949 between 8 a.m. and 4 p.m.

Monday-Friday if you have any questions, or email

verelle7@msu.edu.
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STATEWIDE CALENDAR OF EVENTS
4-H YOUTH IN ACTION

AWARDS

APPLICATIONS OPEN

Apply now for the 2025
4-H Youth in Action
Awards! Each year, the
program recognizes four
confident young leaders
with diverse backgrounds
and unique perspectives
in the pillar areas of
agriculture, civic
engagement, healthy
living and STEM.

Winners will have the
once-in-a-lifetime
opportunity to share their
stories along with
unforgettable
experiences, celebration
on the national stage,
recognition in the media
and a $5,000 college
scholarship.

This opportunity is open
to youth aged 15-19. The
deadline to apply is April
1. Learn more and apply
at https://4-
h.org/programs/4-h-
youth-in-action-
program/application/.

March 3-May 4: JOANN 4-H Campaign - Stores across Michigan
While visiting your local JOANN store, you can support 4-H by adding a donation or
rounding up at checkout. The funds donated will support the 4-H program with 50% going
back to local 4-H programming and 10% supporting Michigan 4-H.
www.canr.msu.edu/events/joann-s-clover-for-kids-campaign

March 12: 4-H Give Green Day - Online
Help us reach our goal of raising $5,000 in a 24-hour period on Give Green Day to support
learning experiences for Michigan 4-H youth.
www.canr.msu.edu/events/4h-give-green-day

March 16: Michigan 4-H Hippology Contest - East Lansing
Youth aged 5-19 are eligible to demonstrate their comprehensive equine knowledge and skills
in an engaging setting.
www.canr.msu.edu/events/michigan-4-h-hippology-contest-2024

March 18: Michigan 4-H Volunteer Webinar - Group Management For 4-H
Clubs and Groups - Online
Learn and share techniques to support a successful group setting and help spark youth
engagement. This series will provide volunteers with a variety of learning opportunities to
help them grow as a volunteer and support Michigan 4-H’ers. This session will be offered
twice, once as a daytime option and once as an evening option.

• 12 p.m. session: www.canr.msu.edu/events/michigan-4-h-volunteer-webinar-
group-management-for-4-h-clubs-and-groups

• 7 p.m. session: www.canr.msu.edu/events/michigan-4-h-volunteer-webinar-
group-management-for-4-h-clubs-and-groups7pm

March 19: Keeping Your Money Safe - Online
Join this session to gain insights on researching and evaluating financial institutions (banks
and credit unions) to make the best choice for your financial future.
www.canr.msu.edu/events/safemoney

April 28: Michigan 4-H Day with the Detroit Tigers - Comerica Park, Detroit
Watch the Detroit Tigers take on the Kansas City Royals with other 4-H’ers! Michigan 4-H
will be the Group Charity of the Game; discounted tickets available with a portion
benefitting 4-H. www.canr.msu.edu/events/michigan-4-h-day-with-the-detroit-tigers
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STATEWIDE 4-H NEWS
REGISTRATION IS OPEN FOR 4-H GREAT LAKES AND NATURAL RESOURCE CAMP!

4-H Great Lakes and Natural Resources Camp is an annual three-time national 
award-winning camp that mixes summer fun and hands-on science education. The 
camp will be held July 28 - August 3 on the shores of Lake Esau at Camp Chickagami 
in Presque Isle. This pre-college program is for teens who will be age 13 to 15 during 
camp. 

Campers will increase their science literacy and stewardship as they learn from 
natural resource experts in fields such as Great Lakes coastal and fisheries 
management, limnology, wildlife, forestry, geography, geology and environmental 
education. In addition to hands-on learning, attendees will also enjoy exciting natural 
resources recreation activities such as kayaking, snorkeling, sailing, fossil hunting, 
archery, photography and evenings around a campfire. First-time campers also go charter fishing and learn to fillet their catch.

Registration is now open! The registration fee is $500 and includes six nights of lodging, all meals and snacks, a t-shirt and 
program and activity costs. Space is limited to 70 campers so register today. For more information and to register, visit 
www.canr.msu.edu/4_h_great_lakes_natural_resources_camp/. 

4-H EXPLORATION DAYS REGISTRATION COMING SOON!

4-H Exploration Days is Michigan 4-H’s largest pre-college program and could be the 
highlight of your summer—maybe even change your life! This exciting event is open to any 
Michigan youth ages 12 –19 as of Jan. 1.

4-H Exploration Days, scheduled for June 19-21, is designed to help youth build the skills 
they need to successfully transition to college and to life as an adult. Michigan 4-H youth 
who participate have the opportunity to stay in MSU campus residence halls while 
attending classroom and field trip sessions.

With more than 100 session choices held on and off campus, there are topics for everyone 
including animal science, business and entrepreneurship, international language and culture, 
performing and visual arts, and science, engineering, and technology. As youth gain 
important life skills like decision making, problem solving and communication, they’ll also 

have time for fun with free time activities such as skating, basketball and a dance.

Registration for 4-H Exploration Days will open March 25. The cost for the 2024 event is $220. Check with your local 4-H 
program coordinator for additional information regarding county sign-ups and scholarships or 
visit www.canr.msu.edu/4_h_exploration_days.

OPEN YOUR HOME TO A STUDENT WITH THE 4-H INTERNATIONAL EXCHANGE PROGRAM!

Making your summer plans? Consider hosting a Japanese youth this summer through the States’ 4-H International Exchange 
Program! Michigan will be hosting 18 Japanese youth and two chaperones. These visitors will quickly become a part of your 
family for their 3 ½ week stay (the last full week of July to the middle of August) and gain a fun American experience through 
your exceptional hospitality. In addition, your children will build lifelong friendships and gain new perspectives on their own 
country, too! 

Host families must complete the States’ 4-H International Exchange Programs online application, have a youth to match a host 
brother/sister (within three years of age), be a Michigan 4-H Gold-level volunteer, participate in a family interview as well as a 
home visit process. For more information contact Jan Brinn at brinn@msu.edu or John Wurm at wurmj@msu.edu. 

http://www.canr.msu.edu/4_h_great_lakes_natural_resources_camp/
http://www.canr.msu.edu/4_h_exploration_days/index
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COUNTY CALENDAR OF EVENTS 
High School Senior Scholarships Due ............................................... 03/01/24

Last Crafters Monthly Meetup …………………….………………………….…….. 03/08/24

4-H Council Meeting ............................................................................. 03/12/24

Registration Opens for 4-H Exploration Days ……………………………. 03/25/24

Applications Due for Teen Counselors ……………………………………...... 03/28/24

Good Friday (MSU Extension Closed) ……………………………………..... 03/29/24

Registration Opens for Thumb Area 4-H Camp ……………………...... 04/01/24

4-H Council Meeting ............................................................................ 04/09/24

District 10 All Staff Meeting (MSU Extension Closed) …………….. 04/15/24

Registration Deadline for 4-H Exploration Days ……………………….. 04/19/24

4-H Camp Teen Counselor Retreat …………………………………………. 04/20-21/24

4-H Day with Detroit Tigers …………………………………………………….….... 04/28/24

4-H Council Meeting ............................................................................. 05/14/24

JLA & SLA Registration & Fair Entries Due ................................... 05/15/24

Thumb Area 4-H Camp Registration Closes ………………………………. 05/24/24

Memorial Day (MSU Extension Closed) ……………………………………... 05/27/24

New Youth 4-H Enrollment Deadline Prior to Fair ……………………. 06/01/24

4-H Club Pledge:

“I pledge
My HEAD

to clearer thinking,
My HEART

To greater loyalty,
My HANDS

To larger service,
My HEALTH

To better living
For

My Club,
My Community
My Country and

My World.”



COUNTY 4-H NEWS

4-H GROWS HERE SIGNS

There are some “4-H GROWS HERE” yard signs still available at the MSU Extension Office in Bad Axe. If you are 

interested in a free sign, please stop by the MSU Extension Office Monday through Friday, between 8 a.m. and 4 p.m. 

The office is also open during the noon hour.

The MSU Extension Office in Bad Axe is located behind the Huron County Health Department at 1142 S. Van Dyke. 

Take the 2nd driveway entrance of the Health Department and drive around to the back of the building. Parking is 

available next to the trailer.

2024 CRAFTERS MONTHLY MEETUP

Calling all crafters…Do you love to craft? Come and meet up with local adult crafters and 4-H teens for conversation, 

inspiration, laughter and just have fun crafting together! The last Crafters Monthly Meetup will take place the 

second Friday on March 8 at the Huron Expo Center, 170 W. Soper Road, Bad Axe from 4 p.m. to 10 p.m. 

Bring any project that you might like to work on. Feel free to swap crafting projects, ideas, and techniques. Cost is $5 

per person. Snacks and refreshments will be available for a donation. All proceeds will go to the Huron County 4-H 

Program.

JLA, SLA AND FAIR REGISTRATION DEADLINES

The Huron Community Fair will have a NEW process of registering animals and still projects for this year’s fair. The 

program is still being finalized, so please be patient with this process.

• All JLA and SLA animal registrations and fair premium statements will be online this year. The fair has a new 

program that will handle both processes.

• The new registration deadline for all animal species will be May 15, 2024.

• Non-animal project registration forms will be due by 6 p.m. on June 20, 2024.

Please stay tuned for more information on how to register your animals and still projects for the 2024 Huron 

Community Fair. Again, your cooperation and patience will be greatly appreciated with this NEW process.

LOCAL SCHOLARSHIP AVAILABLE FOR 2024 4-H EXPLORATION DAYS AT MSU!

The Huron County 4-H Council will provide an $80 scholarship to currently active Huron County 4-H members 

enrolled in 4HOnline who plan to attend 4-H Exploration Days. To be eligible for the scholarship, 4-H members MUST 

complete the 4-H Trip Scholarship application and return it to the MSU Extension Office in Bad Axe before 4 p.m. on 

Thursday, April 4, 2024.

When registering online for 4-H Exploration Days, please only pay the initial $50 deposit that is required at registration 

for 4-H Exploration Days. If you pay the full registration fee of $220, you will NOT be eligible for any scholarship and 

refunds will not be issued.

Please contact the MSU Extension Office at 989-269-9949 for the 4-H trip scholarship application or if you have any 

further questions regarding this pre-college program.
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